Educating “Character”
This questionnaire, for you as a student to complete, is about the idea of “character.” We’re sorry, it’s quite long! – but we think you will find it surprisingly interesting.

It’s a really good chance for you to express your views about how schools work and be listened to. Please give it your full attention and complete it seriously and truthfully.

Your answers will be confidential in that they will not be told to other students by us. We DO want you to put your name, though, so that we can ask you for more detail if there is something in your questionnaire which we find interesting – just so we can come back to you and ask you to (again confidentially) tell us more about it.
The questionnaire is not about you as opposed to other particular students. You are part of a sample and are considered to represent students in general. Although the questions are personal because of what the questionnaires are about, please do not think that the answers you give will be held or used by the school to relate to you as a person.
You can also tell us things in this study which you wouldn’t tell us as teachers normally, if appropriate to the question – what you write will almost certainly NOT be mentioned once the discussions about the questionnaires are finished, and NO OTHER STAFF MEMBER will get to read what you write.

The usual exception to this applies – if we feel that your life, health or wellbeing is at risk from yourself or another adult as a result of what you tell us, we have to pass this information on to the appropriate authority.

You do not have to answer ANY question you don’t want to – although the more detail you can give us, the more helpful it is to us.

NAME:

Please complete the questionnaire without talking to other students, so that it’s your opinions we get. You can ask for help if something needs more explanation, though.

Now please turn over to begin the questionnaire.
What does “character” mean?

In the box below, please write what you think “character” means – what does it mean for someone to have “good character”?
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Does our meaning seem like yours?

Let’s think about some other things people might say when they talk about character. Do any of the phrases below seem like the meaning you have in mind?
Try to list any that seems accurate to you in number order (1 being the most appropriate.)

· “Having good character means behaving decently to others.”
· “Character is the ability to suffer and not complain.”

· “Good character is when you put ideals before what you want yourself.”

· “Character is knowing how to dig in when it matters.”

· “You either have strength of character or you don’t.”

· “To be of good character means being polite and reasonable.”

· “Good character is what you have if other people say so.”

· “Without character, there is only selfishness.”
· “Character means moral behaviour.”

· “Character is about being a spiritually good person.”

Can you add a few phrases of your own? (If you want.)

1.
2.

3.

Where do you learn your values from?

If “good character” is to do with learning “values” as you grow up, who do you learn them from?
Please rank the following, with 1 being the most important influence.

If you do not feel there is any influence on you from something, don’t give it a number at all.

· books

· brothers or sisters

· celebrities / stars

· friends

· grandparents

· heroes you have

· magazines

· music

· newspapers

· other people in the community

· parents

· politicians

· school as a whole

· teachers

· TV or film

Wherever you have said you get your values from, do you think that – most of the time – you behave in line with a set of “good” values, that you show “good character”?














YES / NO

Can you say a bit more?
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Do adults around you show good character?

For each of the following groups of adults, in your experience, rate how much you think they show good character in your opinion. The scale is:
1. All the time, they’re a really good example.

2. Usually.

3. Some of the time

4. Not usually, but occasionally.

5. Never or not often at all.

The list is (write a number next to each):

· parents or guardians

· most teachers

· the most important teachers in school

· your neighbours

· people you don’t know, but see around – in their 20s

· people you don’t know, but see around – in their 30s to early 50s
· older people or pensioners but who aren’t neighbours or relatives
Can you tell us more about how you came to these conclusions? Don’t use any names.
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Examples of bad character in young people

We’d like you to tell us some things that young people do which are examples of having, or showing, bad character, in your opinion. They could be:

· single stories about something you saw, or know happened, or something you did or

· general comments about the sorts of things that happen quite often, or even from time to time

If you describe a particular event and the story involves you, you don’t need to sound sorry or apologise or explain yourself: we just want to know what happened. 
Please be as careful as you can to tell the exact truth if the story is a true one. If it is a general comment, you might want to make that clear by saying something like “people sometimes…” or something like that.

You can write a lot about one story or lots of shorter bits, or whatever you like. Add another sheet if you need.

Don’t use names of other people; refer to them without naming them if you can.
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Examples of good character in young people

Now we’d like you to tell us a few things about good character in young people. They can be friends of yours, yourself, or other people that you saw do something or you know did something.

Just as with the examples of bad character, you can comment generally or about specific events.

Again, it is really important that you be as truthful and clear as you can. 

Also the same: don’t use names of other people; refer to them without naming them if you can.
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Does school life help you learn character?

Should schools try to teach young people how to have good character?



YES / NO
Why?
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Do teachers think it is their job to teach young people to have good character?


YES / NO

Tell us more.


Do parents think it is schools’ jobs to teach character to young people?



YES / NO

Do parents think it is their own job to teach character to young people?



YES / NO

Tell us more about these two questions.
(This section is continued on the next page.) 

Do some teachers teach good character more than others?





YES / NO
Tell us more. Don’t use names or try to give away their identity; refer to people without naming them.

In what ways do you think school as an organisation (as opposed to individual teachers) tries to develop good character? Try to list at least half a dozen things if you can, and tell us a little about some of them.

Can you name the three most important of these in order, to you? (1 being most important.)
1.

2.

3.

What would you say is the most important influence on you, in terms of developing good character, at school? Put a number alongside these, with 1 being the strongest influence.

· one or more of the three things I’ve just listed

· a particular teacher

· my friends

If it is a particular teacher – without naming that person – what is it that they do in general that makes them a good influence on your character development? (If you cannot think of anything or don’t think this way about any teacher, leave this blank.)

(PTO for the box to write in here.)


Can you think of a specific event involving you and a teacher which helped you develop good character?

Why was that event so important? How did it develop “good character” in you?


Do you think teachers and students, in general, have the same view of what good character is?
YES / NO
Can you explain further?

Some questions we asked teachers

Here are some questions we asked teachers. We’re interested in what you think they said.
On each line, mark with a circle (“O”) on the line what you think the teachers said is the truth. Then mark with a cross (“X”) what you think is the truth.
(It might be that you think teachers have the same opinions as you – in which case the circle and cross will be on top of one another – or you might think they will have different views. It doesn’t matter either way, just tell us what you think. Write about teachers in general.)
With regard to issues of character (i.e. not of content of classroom subjects), what balance of praise and criticism do teachers give on a day-to-day basis?
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Is teachers’ praise of character usually short simple confirmations / acknowledgements (like “well done”, “good lad” etc) or do they usually discuss issues more fully? 
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Is teachers’ criticism of character usually short simple questions / instructions (like “stop that”, “why are you doing that?” etc) or do they usually discuss issues more fully? 
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On the whole, do teachers think young people show good character?
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On the whole, is your school good at developing character? 
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On the whole, are teachers as people good at developing character?
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What could schools do to be more effective in character education?

Well, go on.

What do we need to do to better teach you, as students, how to have, and show, good character?

You can say anything you like, but please give us as much detail as we need. You can list lots of little bits to your plan if you need; it doesn’t all need to be one thing.

Imagine you and your friends complained “school teaches you nothing useful about how to really live, it just teaches numbers and essay-writing and stuff” to a teacher you like or trust and you and they agreed that if you could come up with an education system to teach “good character” they’d try to persuade the Head. They have just come back to you the next day and said…
“I’ve got the Head’s permission to try any setup you want. Tell me what we should do.”


THANK YOU.





























































































Almost all praise	�	Almost all criticism











Mostly confirmations	�	Mostly discussions











Mostly instructions	�	Mostly discussions














Absolutely	�	Not at all














Absolutely	�	Not at all














Absolutely	�	Not at all

















