Appendix B5: Because a child is not a Tabula Rasa...
The least moderate positions in each camp are each guilty of ignoring the interplay between unique person and mouldable environment. In each case they overestimate the capacity of the environment they propose creating for character education to have the desired result.


If a child were a tabula rasa (a blank sheet to be developed as per the experience offered):


Since children are NOT blank sheets:



Right position in that:


Faith-based / traditionalist





Cognitive stage theorist





Policy: enable socialisation so practical moral decisions scaffold a self-taught moral code


Desired outcome: a young person approaching adulthood as an independent moral thinker and community member


Teaching style: values clarification, avoidance of faith language, participatory





Policy: create the virtuous environment and virtuous demands in education


Desired outcome: a child whose life and behaviour is structured by the exact patterns of a formal code of delivered virtue 


Teaching style: didactic, instructional, authoritarian





Risk: unbounded moral relativism or moral vacuity where there is no ultimate answer


Worst potential effect: disengages young people from thinking any course is moral, or morality worth reflecting upon


Required action: abandon absolute moral neutrality and insist morality matters; recognise the importance of habit and rule








Risk: indoctrination against the young person’s natural engagement and feelings


Worst potential effect: instills a reactive code of shame, guilt and fear and a resentment of moral goodness and authority


Required action: limit dogma or danger of “spiritual” abuse; respect more differences and views / opinions, in genuine ways





Peters’ “courtyard of reason” metaphor





but beware! This is still based on: privilege; prejudice; limitation; history for its own sake...








moral reasoning is the ultimate outcome


the best learning is self- and peer-led


situations not abstracts to learn from





habit comes first


morality must include instruction


language of virtue matters
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